Advanced Podcasting

Taking your podcasts to the next level!
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Introduction
Introduction 



 

If you're already using podcasts in the classroom or making your own and ready to go to the next level of creating video podcasts and hosting your own podcast server, then you will benefit from this session. Gain tips and tricks on how to manage podcast distribution for your school, create naming conventions for easy viewing, and properly tag content. Learn how to take your podcasts to the next level with third-party tools for capturing lectures, creating closed-captioning for accessibility, and best practices resources.

 

Definition of Terms
 There have been many discussions regarding the word podcast often being used incorrectly to describe a digital media file. Garageband tends to perpetuate the misnomer, as the phrase under the "Share" menu when a file is ready for export is "share podcast...." At a summer institute, the authors of this exhibit determined the best phrase is really "pod-ready media" for the files themselves. See the definitions below:

Podcast
A podcast is usually a series of digital media files (although technically just one file could be podcast) that are distributed over the Internet using syndication f

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_feed" \t "_blank" \o "Web feed"eeds for playback on portable media players, like an iPod, and on computers. The term podcast is a portmanteau of the name of Apple's iPod and broadcast. Another way of thinking of the meaning is that Podcast means Portable, On-Demand broadCAST.

In other words, a podcast is a collection of files (usually audio but may include video) residing at a unique web feed address. People can "subscribe" to this feed by submitting the feed address to an aggregator, like iTunes. When new episodes become available in the podcast, they will be automatically downloaded to that user's computer and can be synced for portability to an iPod or other media player. Unlike radio or streaming content on the web, podcasts are not real-time. The material is pre-recorded, and users can check out the material at their leisure. Though podcasters' web sites may also offer direct download or streaming of their content, a podcast is distinguished from other digital media formats by its ability to be syndicated, subscribed to, and downloaded automatically, using an aggregator or feed reader capable of reading feed formats such as RSS or Atom.

- from Wikipedia

Pod-Ready Media
A digital media file (can be audio-only, enhanced audio, or video) that is ready to be used either as a static file (e.g., on a web page or media player such as an iPod), or distributed as a podcast episode via a syndication feed. Garageband is an authoring tool for pod-ready media. 

 

Best Practices


- Apple Blog/Podcasting Server Example 

· Types of files that can be podcast 

· EUSD Podcast Server demo 

- HelpDesk Ideas
Knox County Schools have created a series of Help Desk Video Podcasts to support teachers with all types of technology. 


- SmartBoard, ActiveBoard Recording
Check out Chocholaty's Chalk Talk

HYPERLINK "http://cfbpodcast.cfbisd.edu/weblog/chocholatyt/" \t "_blank". He uses a Promethean Activ Board to record his discusions with his students as they explore Physics topics. 


- Advanced Types of Podcasting
· Enhanced 

· Video 

· Appropriate uses 

- Examples from Apple Distinguished Educators
· ADE's Podcast Exhibit in ALI 

- Podguides 

· How-to instructions on creating a Podguide 

 

Software and Other Resources


 

-GhostReader
GhostReader is the new name (it used to be called TextParrot) for a multilingual text to speech solution for Mac OS X that allows you to listen to your documents with naturally sounding voices in a language of choice. Just like a ghostwriter writes for someone else, GhostReader can read for you! You can also use it to create your own personal podcasts or your own audio books by exporting to iPod ready iTunes tracks. Or just use it to speak selected text in a handy reader window with play, fast forward and rewind functionality. In some applications, such as Safari, GhostReader enables you to listen to text by just pointing your cursor at the text. 

-Profcast
ProfCast is a versatile, powerful, yet very simple to use tool for recording presentations including PowerPoint and/or Keynote slides for creating enhanced podcasts. ProfCast provides a low cost solution for recording and distributing lectures, special events, and presentations as podcasts. ProfCast offers an integrated workflow that makes creating, recording, and publishing podcasts easy. It's as simple as Launch, Load, and Lecture! 

-iAudioize
iAudioize for PC & Mac, allows you to: Listen to your emails and documents on your iPod, PDA, Phone or any mp3 player. iAudioize brings 'everyday' information from the desktop to today's most popular portable audio devices, in mp3 format.

-MovCaptioner
MovCaptioner keeps repeating a segment of the movie until you are done typing what you hear. Just hit the Return key and it will save your caption and automatically advance to the next few seconds of the movie, allowing you to zip through your captioning tasks in no time flat. You don't need to be a QuickTime guru, either. The caption track is added automatically with the click of a button. And clicking the Transcript button compiles all the captions into one concise text file. If you can type, you can make your movies accessible!

-Video Cue Pro
At its core, Videocue is a unique new application to help you create striking movies of you reading your words aloud, all without memorizing a single word. Videocue Pro now contains a high quality, real-time keying solution for amazing blue and green screen effects.

- QuickTime Pro - Adding a Text Track
A text track is very low bandwidth, so it costs little to add one to your movie. Moreover, because text tracks are in vector form, you can resize the movie (by dragging at the lower right corner) and the text will still appear perfectly smooth. You can specify text font, color, size, and style; apply drop shadows; make text scroll or crawl across the screen; and overlay it onto a video track. Text in a movie is also randomly searchable by the viewer. 

- Sound Byte and Audiocorder
With Sound Byte, the so-called "cart machine" used at commercial radio stations in the past is now available to anyone with a computer! 

Audiocorder is a sophisticated yet easy to use audio recording program for your Macintosh. With the click of a button, you can record from any audio source that you connect to your Mac, through a microphone or a direct cable connection.

 

Other Resources 
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MovCaptioner





Monarch_Stage_1.mov - video/quicktime

 

Download the movie for MovCaptioner practice 
 



Maria’s del.icio.us List 

Comprehensive collection of all things Podcasting! 

 

Correcting, Converting, and Compressing


- Equipment Recommendations
· ADE Ted Lai's Blog 

· Rode Podcaster 

· M-Audio MicroTrack 

· Belkin TuneStudio 

- Correcting Bad Recordings
· Garageband adjustments 

· Audacity 

· Soundtrack Pro 2 (FinalCut Studio2) 

- Compression and Conversion Tips
· Using iTunes as a File Format Converter 

· Discussion around "Shooting for the Small Screen" 

· Adjusting GarageBand Settings for .m4v Video Podcast export. 

· Visual Hub - ADE-recommended tool for converting formats and compression. Set Visual Hub for either "All" or for iPod, AppleTV, and iPhone independently. Select H.264, and that's it! If you want a larger, cleaner file, slide the quality slider over to a higher setting; otherwise, standard is fine. 

 

Publishing


- iWeb
- Free/Low-Cost Web Resources
· Liberated Syndication (Libsyn) 

· podOmatic 

- OSX Server (Demo Server)

-Tips for Creating a "One-Click" Subcribe with iTunes button for your podcast. 
 

 

It's All About the Bling
It's all about the bling.... 



Now that you are an advanced podcaster, you might need a shirt to proclaim your greatness! 

Kathy and Maria ordered their shirts from:

http://www.justjen.com
